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Kia ora, assalam-o-alaikum, ni hao, malo e lelei, talofa lava, kia orana, namaste and 
greetings to everyone. 

New Principal for Newlands School:  
Mrs Shirley Porteous 
As already notified in Week 4, The Board of Trustees of Newlands 
School is delighted to announce that Shirley Porteous has been     
appointed as the new principal of the school, starting in 2020. 
Shirley has a close association with the Newlands community, and is 
keen to put her enthusiasm, skills and deep love of education into 
our school to help grow the educational landscape in the Newlands 
area. Shirley is currently the principal at Greenacres School in the 
Tawa area, where she has been for seven years. We are very lucky 
to have such a high calibre educator coming to lead our school in 
2020 and be an integral part of our school community. 
 

Celebration time 
Congratulations to Sally Chamley who has worked incredibly hard 
for the last two years to now become a fully registered teacher. Sally 
is a huge asset to our school and we are very proud to have been 
part of her development into a ‘fully fledged’ teacher. 
Emma Blake and Lizanie De Villiers, who both joined us this year 
from overseas, have also now become fully registered teachers in 
the New Zealand system. They are both experienced teachers, but 
because they were new to the New Zealand context they had a year 
of mentoring to familiarise with the NZ Curriculum and develop an 
understanding of the bi-cultural context of Aotearoa. Both Emma 
and Lizanie have so many skills they bring to Newlands School and 
we are very fortunate to have them teaching our ‘Newlands kids”. 
Emma has also won a permanent position here after being on a fixed 
term contract this year.   

2020 staff changes at Newlands School 
Sadly, we are saying farewell to two teachers at the end of the school 
year.  
 

Chris Williams is leaving after eight years teaching at our school to be 
a fulltime dad to his two daughters. This will be a really precious time for Chris and his whanau and we wish them long   
sunny days, leisurely mornings and endless fun. 
 

Sandra Cole has won a position in the RTLB Service (Resource Teacher of Learning and Behaviour). She will be using her 
extensive curriculum knowledge and behaviour management skills to work with students with special learning and           
behavioural needs across the Wellington area. Sandra has been teaching at Newlands School for two years, and we wish 
her well in her new education journey. 

UP AND COMING EVENTS 
 

The following are the up and coming events for the next 

month.  Click here to go to calendar on website: 
 

 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 27 NOVEMBER 
YEAR 5 ROAD PATROL TRAINING (NEW DATE) 
 

FRIDAY 29 NOVEMBER 
2:15PM TE KAKANO CONCERT 
 

MON 2 DECEMBER TO FRI 13 DECEMBER 
TE PIHI SWIMMING LESSONS 
 

WEDNESDAY 4 DECEMBER 
7PM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
 

TUESDAY 10 DECEMBER 
YEAR 6 KILBIRNIE POOL TRIP 
 

THURSDAY 12 DECEMBER 
COMMUNITY FAREWELL TO MRS ARTHUR 
BYO FISH AND CHIP EVENING 5-6PM 
 

FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 
END OF YEAR SCHOOL REPORTS EMAILED TO                      
PARENTS AND CAREGIVERS 
 

MONDAY 16 DECEMBER 
6-8PM YEAR 6 DINNER 
 

TUESDAY 17 DECEMBER 
1PM YEAR 6 PRIZEGIVING ASSEMBLY 
 

WEDNESDAY 18 DECEMBER 
1PM SCHOOL FINISHES FOR 2019 
 

WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY 2020 
8:55AM FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2020 
 

TO VIEW 2020 TERM DATES CLICK HERE 

https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/
https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/school-calendar/
https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/TERM-DATES-FOR-2020-Newsletter.pdf
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The Raffle Prize has had quite a journey!! 
The raffle draw was made at the Newlands Community Centre last Friday and the Awan family were the winners.     
However, the family wished to donate the prize back to the school community. The photo shows Abdul Rafeh and Abdul 
Fattah with the drier they donated back to the community. The lovely people at the Community Centre did another 
prize draw for us yesterday, and the new winners are the Maligi whanau with their son Leo in Year 1. Thank you again to 
everyone who supported this fundraiser and to Dwayne and Newbold for their very generous prize donation. 

Early drop off at school  
With the light mornings we are having some children dropped off at school too early. 7.45 am is just too early! The 
teachers are in meetings, and doing daily preparation, and are not available for supervision until 8.30 am when they will 
be in their classroom. Classrooms may not be unlocked that early and it is simply unsafe for your child to be here. There 
is before school care service run by SKIDs who can help if you need an early drop off because of your work                   
commitments.   admin@skids.co.nz 

 

Newlands School Speech Night 
Last Wednesday evening these 20 senior speech finalists entertained teachers and whanau to speeches that informed 
us, made us laugh, made us think, and thoroughly entertained us. Angela Lowe, the Principal of Newlands Intermediate 
had the unenviable task of judging the speeches for a Year 5 and Year 6 winner.  Nate, in Year 5, and Zoe, from Year 6, 
were the winners chosen from a very strong pool of contenders. Nate and Zoe will be representing Newlands School 
tonight at the Intermediate where all top speech makers from the local schools’ will share their speeches together. 

https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/
mailto:admin@skids.co.nz
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Newlands Songbirds at Kids Sing last Thursday 
This Newlands Songbirds sang last Thursday at St Mark’s Kids Sing Concert. While the performance was not a              
competition, the adjudicator did give feedback to the choirs and she complemented our choir on their harmonies and 
discipline, and on their solo singing parts.  

Newlands Intermediate Orientation Day 
The Year 6 students, and Mike, after a busy morning at the Newlands Intermediate – feeling all very grown up and ready 
for new adventures in 2020. 
 

On Friday 15 November, all of the Year 6’s from schools around Newlands, Paparangi and Johnsonville, came to Newlands                
Intermediate for Orientation Day! The Orientation Day had an event called “The Amazing Race.” We all had the chance to meet and 
get to know our teachers for next year, and learn what it would be like at the intermediate when we ourselves are year seven and 
eight. There were many fun activities to do. For example, you had to beat the clock on Mathletics, Go-Karting, bowling and many 
more.  All these activities were on a list that had to be done in a mixed group, consisting of two or more Year 7’s and two or more 
Year 6’s. We made lots of new friends too. Our school had two winners, one of our teams came 1st and another team came 2nd. We 
all had so much fun meeting all of our old friends from last year! Our friends have changed so much while they have been at           
intermediate, but are still the people we all know and love. We hope we will be great Year 7’s for next year, and see the new Year 6’s 
on the next  Orientation Day!  By Vyna and Ashley  
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Community Notices 
 For details on activities and events in our community, including those listed below,  click here to visit our website.     

     

Frozen 2—Movie Fundraiser for 
Elements Gymnastics Club 

Student Exchange 
Host families for 2020 

Free in home fire safety visits SHREK the Musical 
14-30 November 

Khandallah School Kids Kau Kau Challenge 
Sunday 24 November 

Fruit & Vege co-op in Newlands Paparangi School Enviro Fair 
Thursday 28 November 

Olympic Junior Athletics 

Healthy Steps—Healthy Futures NEW: Johnsonville Christmas Parade 
Sat 7 December 

NEW: STS Student Hosting 
January 2020 

NEW: Free Parenting Helpline 

NEW: Wellington Aero Club Open Day 
Sat 23 November 

Khandallah Tennis & Squash Club—
Summer Pass 

NEW: After School Basketball Clinic 
Term 1 2020 Nairnville Rec Centre 

Girl Guides NZ Information 

School Uniform - Small price increase from 2020 

We have renewed our uniform supply contract with  Academy Apparel for the next 2 years.  There will be a couple of small 
price increases that will take effect from the beginning of next year.  Below is a comparison chart of the    current prices of 
uniform and the new prices effective 1 January 2020.  These prices will remain fixed for the next 2 years. 

Shorts 

The staff say thank you for the special lunch treat 
On Monday a group of parents got together and provided a most amazing lunch for the school staff. It was a real treat 
and very much appreciated. Thanks to Nat for her thoughtful idea and for driving the organisation of this.  
 

Sunny days and sunscreen at school  
Hopefully long sunny days are around the corner and in preparation every class has a sunscreen pump bottle. We use 
Healthe Sunscreen SPF40 with Insect Repellent.   

https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/
https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/our-school/community-information/

