
Kia ora, assalam-o-alaikum, ni hao, malo e lelei, talofa lava,      
kia orana, namaste and greetings to everyone 

Our students and teachers have had a great start to the year and 
thank you for all your support with our processes under Red settings. 
We are very happy that at this stage, beyond our implemented health 
and safety measures and mask requirements, inside our school it is 
business as usual and our tamariki are engaged in their learning 
programmes, having fun together. We are well underway with all our 
Omicron COVID response planning and be assured we will keep you 
well informed in the weeks ahead. 
We are also very fortunate that with all contingency plans in place 
Year 5/6 students will be attending Camp at Forest Lakes in Otaki 
from next Tuesday. Thank you to our senior team for all their hard 
work in organising this event and to the parents who have volunteered 
their time to attend. We wish everyone well and know you will have a 
great week. 

Term 1 Learning 
Our major curriculum and learning focus for Term 1 is Turangawaewae 
- My Place to Stand. This unit starts our year off with a Health focus on 
getting to know each other, making friends, and building a positive 
class culture.   
The unit also includes a major Social Sciences focus on learning about 
New Zealand history, including: 
 learning about and understanding the role that the Treaty of 

Waitangi plays in Aotearoa today. 
 learning about and understanding how the status of Māori as 

tangata whenua is significant for communities in New Zealand. 
Other curriculum focuses this term include: 
 Getting Reading, Writing, and Mathematics programmes 

underway. 
 PE: Learning Invasion Games - developing the skills to defend, 

invade, and score points in an opponents territory across a range 
of games. 

 Art Focus - exploring and creating Māori influenced visual art 
and other cultural artworks. 

 Te Reo Māori - developing pronunciation skills, reviewing the 
Māori alphabet, listening, reading, and speaking. 

 Digital Technology - being a digital citizen and computational 
thinking skills. 

Banner Photos—Teamwork and Problem Solving in Rimu 

Dates and Reminders 
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This week we are pleased to welcome 

the following students to Newlands 

Primary School 

Dawson Lui, 

Pohutukawa 

Karaitiana Lambert, 

Horopito 

Aayuk Marasinghe and  

Aviana Donaldson, Kawakawa 
 

Welcome to School! 
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Wednesday 23 February 

School Board Meeting 

Thursday 24 February 

Last day for Lucky Book Club orders  

Friday 11 March 

Teacher Only Day—school closed 

Thursday 14 April 

Last day of Term 1 

 

CANCELLED—Friday 04  March 

Waikanae Pool Picnic 



Staff Update 
As we mentioned last year Emma Blake will be finishing at the end of Week 9 to go on maternity 
leave. We have now made an appointment for Tawa class from Week 9 until the end of Term 3 - 
Emma Debreceny. Emma has already joined our team and will start working with our Tawa students 
one day a week, and across the school in the coming weeks. Welcome Emma. 
On Monday morning families can expect to receive an email from their child’s teacher introducing 
themselves. This is in place of or usual meet the teacher evening. We will also include syndicate staff 
photos in our next newsletter so you can put a face to a name. 
Ngā mihi 
Shirley Porteous 

Communicating With School 
Our office staff are Nicola Adams (Office Manager), and Rachel Fitzpatrick (Finance Officer), and they are 
available to help you with any questions or queries you may have.   
Office contact details - email admin@newlandsprimary.school.nz, text 027 261 6901, or phone 04 461 6900. 
Late arrivals - school commences at 8:55am. If your child will be arriving at school after 9:00am, please advise the 
office. Your child will need to sign in at the office via the electronic Vistab system when they arrive at school before 
going to their classroom. After 8:55am the school gates will be closed. As the locks are quite high, we ask that you 
please walk your child to the gate and ensure they are able to enter school grounds. 
Early pickups - if you wish to pick up your child early, please advise the office in advance and your child will meet 
you at the office for pick up. When you arrive at school for pick up, please go to the office to meet your child and to 
sign them out via the electronic Vistab system. Please ensure you wear your mask at all times when you are on school 
premises. 
Absences - if your child is going to be absent from school, please advise the office with name of child, classroom, and 
reason for absence before 9:00am. The office will ensure teachers are advised of any absences. If you are planning 

to be away from school for several days, you are welcome to let us know in advance. 

Waikanae Pool School Picnic—CANCELLED 
We are very sad to advise that our school picnic at Waikanae Pool has been cancelled. Waikanae Pool advised 

late yesterday that due to risks associated with Omicron they are now closed for special events. 

Road Patrol Volunteers 
We still have a number of days where we need assistance with road 
patrol from our whānau. We have two students managing the school 
crossing each morning and afternoon, but we need an adult to be in 
attendance to keep them safe.  We need help in the morning from 
8:25am to 8:50am, and in the afternoon from 2:45pm to 3:15pm.  If you 
are able to help for one session a week, we’d love to hear from you. 
Please contact Amanda, email amanda@newlandsprimary.school.nz, or 
call 461 6900. 
 

 
Te Kōhuri Syndicate learning first aid with Josie from ASB St Johns                                            Nature in the playground 



School Board Update 
Continuing from our updates in Term 4, we now introduce our final two 
School Board members Henriëtte Joubert, and Pramod Gupta. 

  
My name is Henriëtte and I have two boys - Kéan, who is 
currently in year 3 and Elan, who is the tornado who started 
in year one this year. I am a lawyer and an Associate at 
Main Street Legal in Upper Hutt. My main areas of practice 
are Family Law, Employment Law and General Civil 

Litigation. As a board member I focus on our school’s policies and 
procedures and I also review the terms on which our school contracts with 
third parties. In my spare time I try my hand at painting and other art 
mediums and I play piano - usually under the strict guidance of two very 
opinionated boys. 

 
Hi I am Pramod Gupta, and I have one daughter in Year 3 at 
Newlands Primary School, and one who finished Year 6 last 
year. I see my role on the school board as a wonderful 
opportunity to give something back to the school and 
community, by contributing to the development and future 
direction of NPS, and to see school students achieve great 
success. I look forward to working with NPS to further commit 

to a culture that adds value, fulfilment, friendship, learning, and growth. 
In my leisure time I like to hang out with my family and friends, visit new 
places, photography, and I love trying to cook a variety of new food 

recipes while listening to music. 

Our Principal Shirley Porteous is also on the Board representing the 
school, and Te Kōhuri Syndicate Leader Kylie O’Dea is the staff 
representative. We also welcome Nicola Adams who is commencing as 
Board Secretary in 2022, and thank Jo Bell for her outstanding work in 

this role throughout 2021. 

Caregiver Portal 
School donations, mathletics (Years 0 to 4), camp (Years 5 and 6), and 
Prime books (Year 2) charges are all loaded onto the Edge Caregiver 
Portal ready for payment. School donations are used for various 
enrichment programmes or projects that fall outside our Ministry funding. 

We are always extremely grateful for any donations received. 

Update Contact Details 
If your contact details have changed over the 
holidays, remember to let the office know so that 
we can update our records.   
 
Te Kōhuri students working on treaties 
and posters for camp                                              Pohutukawa art School Details 

 
 

200 Newlands Road, PO Box 26068 

Newlands, Wellington 6037 

Phone: 04 461 6900 

Mobile: 027 261 6901 

Email: 

admin@newlandsprimary.school.nz 

Website: 

www.newlandsprimary.school.nz 

Community Notices 

 

Chess Power—online after school 

classes 

Contact paul@chesspower.co.nz 

 

St Mark’s School Open Days for Year 7 

and 8 Students—Friday 04 March and 

Saturday 05 March 

Register www.st-marks.school.nz 

 

Wonderplay Drama School 

Email debs@wonderplay.co.nz 

Phone 021 172 2836 

www.wonderplay.co.nz 

 

Helen O’Grady Drama Academy 

Contact Denise 0800 161 131 

www.helenogradynz.co.nz 

 

Wellington Dance—ballet and jazz 

www.wellingtondance.co.nz 

 

  

Click here to see the school website 

community notices 

 

New additions: 

 

 KAT Theatre—play in the park 

 Anna Lee Sewing School 

 sKids—on site before and after 

school care 

 

https://newlandsprimary.school.nz/our-school/community-information/

